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Eagle count sets record

94 bald, 1 golden flier spotted at Lake Mead; 125 total birds
accounted for
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Another six unknown types
of eagle, all seen at Lake
Mead, were added to the list
that brought the overall total
up to arecord 125 hirds.

The previous high count was
last year, when atotal of 92
bald, golden and unknown

http://www.viewnews.com/2008/V | EW-Jan-22-Tue-2008/Boul der City/19159252.html (1 of 3)1/22/2008 4:17:53 PM


http://ads.stephensmedia.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=73826&AdID=126281&TargetID=2276&Redirect=http://www.reviewjournal.com/ads/houseads/travel/travel_LB.gif
http://www.viewnews.com/2008/VIEW-Jan-22-Tue-2008/BoulderCity/index.html
http://ads.stephensmedia.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=74701&AdID=127940&TargetID=2275&Redirect=http://www.lvrj.com/auto/carcash.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+North/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+Summerlin/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+SummerlinSouth/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+East/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+SWest/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+SpringValley/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+SEast/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+whitney/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+Henderson/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+anthem/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+CentennialHills/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+downtown/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/current2.cgi?tue+BoulderCity/index.html
http://www.viewnews.com/view-cgi/varchive.pl
http://www.viewnews.com/advertise.html
http://www.viewnews.com/contact.html
http://www.viewnews.com/2008/VIEW-Jan-22-Tue-2008/BoulderCity/images/2369498.jpg
http://www.viewnews.com/2008/VIEW-Jan-22-Tue-2008/BoulderCity/images/2374801.jpg
http://www.viewnews.com/2008/VIEW-Jan-22-Tue-2008/BoulderCity/images/2384506.jpg
http://ads.stephensmedia.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=74702&AdID=127960&TargetID=2274&Redirect=http://www.lvrj.com/auto/carcash.html

01/22/2008 - Eagle count setsrecord - VIEW NEWS: A Neighborhood Newspaper

eagles were seen along the Gary THOMPSON/special to VIEWA bald eagle flies over Ann-
P Margret Beach along the shoreline of the Overton Arm of Lake
shorelines of the two lakes. Mead in the Lake Mead Recreation Area during a Jan. 7 National
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Mike Boyles, an
environmental compliance
specialist with the park
service, said there could be a
variety of reasons as to why
the count was so much
higher this year.

"It could have been because
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The optimum weather conditions -- calm winds and the temperature on the lake in the
mid-50s -- were in stark contrast to last year, when some bird counting routes had to be
cut short because of blustery winds and heavy chop that blew across Lake Mead from
midday on.

"We had people write us and tell us how glad they were that the weather was nice," said
Dawn Fletcher, aresearch assistant for the park service on loan from the Public Lands
Institute headquarters at UNLV. "l wasn't sure about the weather though the night
before. | went to bed and the wind was blowing, so | went to sleep hoping for the best
the next day."

Boyles boat took aroute around the north side of Boulder Basin, through the Narrows
and halfway up the Overton Arm of Lake Mead before heading back in to Callville Bay
from where the trip started.

For Boyles and his crew, it was a memorable day of seeing numerous birds onshore and
aloft in the skies.

"We had just come through from the other side of the Narrows when we saw one sitting
on arock and then two adults and another immature joined him," he said. "It was right
off near Boulder Point."

He said the ridersin his boat saw one real fast; they had been on the water just one-half
hour.

"Seeing them was spread out all day," he said. "Last year, when we only saw afew, they
must have just hunkered down until the weather passed.”

The eagle officially came off the endangered specieslist Aug. 8, 2007, after posting a
remarkable comeback in recent years.

When it starts getting cold in the north and the lakes and streams start freezing over,
causing the food supply to diminish, the eagles head south, arriving at the shores and
cliffs of Lakes Mead and Mohave in November and staying over until about mid-March.
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The increasing numbers -- from 60 in 2001 to 67 in 2005 and 2006 and then to 87 last
year -- signifies that conservation efforts have worked, which Boyles predicted |ast
August just before the delisting.

"WEe'll continue to monitor the eagles as we have in the past,” Boyles said, when
interviewed over the summer. "So we'll continue with our surveys again this January.
Any time a speciesis delisted, there's monitoring afterward to make sure they're still
there. The park service has alot of protected habitat, so we expect to see alot morethis
winter."

And his prediction came true with arecord number of 125 birds, a 44 percent increase
over last year's count.
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